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In-Depth Analysis of the Strategic Implications and Developmental Guid-
ance of the 2025 National Social Science Fund Major Projects in China
Changkui LI
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Abstract This paper systematically reviews and categorizes all the bidding topics of the 2025 National
Social Science Fund of China (NSSFC) major projects. Based on nine thematic domains—ideology,
economic development, cultural prosperity, national security, technological innovation, legal con-
struction, social governance, ecological civilization, and international strategy—the study identifies

the distributional characteristics and structural trends across 315 proposed topics. The analysis reveals
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a marked shift in favor of alignment with national strategic priorities and pressing real-world issues,
reflecting an overarching evolutionary logic of “conceptual innovation institutional shaping sys-
temic governance.” This trend underscores the forefront advancement of Chinese philosophy and
social sciences in constructing an autonomous knowledge system, articulating global discourse, and
driving institutional category transformation. By combining quantitative statistics with qualitative
classification, the study sheds light on emerging trajectories in the development of Chinese social
sciences and provides strategic references for research agenda setting and theoretical innovation.
Keywords National Social Science Fund of China; topic distribution; autonomous knowledge sys-
tem; institutional category; Chinese philosophy and social sciences
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